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What’s The Big Read?

The Big Read is an initiative of the
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)
and Arts Midwest. Pennington Library
has been awarded a matching grant

for a community reading program
designed around a single book. Funding
will support the purchase of books and
help pay for expenses for activities

such as panel discussions, lectures, film
screenings, art exhibitions, theatrical and
musical performances, poetry slams,
writing workshops and storytelling
events. We are responsible for providing
a kick-off event and arranging a
partnership with at least one community
organization to expand our base of ages,
abilities, cultural backgrounds, education
levels and occupations.

Pennington Library was selected as one
of 62 non-profits nationwide to receive
The Big Read grant for 2024. It is our
third Big Read. Our previous selections
were True Grit by Charles Portis in 2019
and The Best We Could Do by Thi Bui
in 2022.

For 2024 we have chosen Circe by
Madeline Miller. Activities for The Big
Read extend from February 24" to
April 14, The Library has purchased
220 copies of Circe for free distribution.
So far our schedule includes a book
discussion featuring Madeline Miller’s
other books, The Song of Achilles and
Galatea: A Short Story and a virtual
Keynote conversation with the author.
Other activities include a Foraging
Walk, A Self Defense program, a Greek
inspired art workshop and a Guided
Autobiography Workshop. Many more
programs will follow as we engage
others in the community.

The generous donation of time and
space by community volunteers is an
important way to meet our matching
grant of $10,000. We hope you will
want to join our creative activities and
programs to help us bring to life the
origin story of a mythological goddess,
and so much more. Mark your
calendars now!
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What’s New? From the Director’s Desk

As Library Director, | often feel moved by interactions with our warm and
receptive community. This past year, in collaboration with other non-profits,
we hosted two sold-out crowds at the Hopewell Theater: a screening of the
documentary film “A Fine Line” and an art talk about Frida Kahlo.

This year we changed to a Fine Free system for books and other materials that
are returned late, providing a more welcoming Library. The Coffee Station has
returned and the Eleanor Fisher memorial tall clock is once again chiming for

our visitors.

If you visit you will see “Shelf Talkers” posted to tell about our books and authors.
By enrolling in our Showcase Program you will receive monthly emails announcing
new Library titles. In June we joined the Library Speaker’s Consortium which
provides access to bestselling author interviews at LibraryC.org/PenningtonLibrary.
A visit to YouTube.com/PenningtonPublicLibrary will list a wide range of our

past programs.

Kunkel Park is the location of our first Story Walk, where children can follow
an illustrated children’s book. The Friends maintain The Little Free Library at
Kunkel Park. Built in memory of Kathleen Mcllvaine, a kind neighbor, it is filled
with books for children and young adults. Enjoy looking for the original house
on King George Road that served as the model!

None of these programs and resources
would be available without you.
Through your donations to the Friends
of Pennington Library, we receive
financial support and encouragement
to experiment with the many ways to
enjoy a library. The Volunteers provide

friendly and helpful assistance to the staff

and our patrons. Every time you join an

online program or borrow a book, you are
helping us to understand what the Library

means to you and how we can serve you
in the best possible way.

Please join us for The Big Read. We have
many copies of Circe to share. Through
our many activities, The Big Read

will bring us together in an exciting
voyage from Ancient Greece to

30 North Main Street!

Sincerely,
Kim T. Ha, Director

609-737-0404

Found the house! Found the books!

www.penningtonlibrary.org




Busy children enjoy being a fireman at Busy Town

Busy Town

On a beautiful day in April the Friends of Pennington
Library returned to our pre-Covid days by hosting
students from Toll Gate Kindergarten, Pennington
Presbyterian Nursery School and St. Matthew’s
Pre-School for the 9™ annual Busy Town, based

on the wonderful book Busy, Busy Town by

Richard Scarry.

Mayor Davy welcomed 112 students and their
teachers, parents and siblings to the Municipal
Parking Lot to introduce children to Community
Heroes and Helpers. Pennington policemen showed
the children the specialized equipment they use as
first responders. Pennington firemen allowed children
to put on heavy hats, coats and boots as they learned
about the shiny knobs and levers on the fire truck.
They were allowed to hold a hose, spraying water just
like a fireman putting out a fire! The Department of
Public Works displayed a backhoe and “Stinky” the
garbage truck. Dr. Suzuki and Pixie Salon explained
their professions. Emily’s Café served lemonade to our
thirsty guests and Pennington Dance Studio provided
a way to get the wiggles out!

Some of our guests had never been in our Library,

so our librarians read them a story and showed them
the world of books. Each child went home with a
book provided by the Friends and plenty of stories
to share with their parents when they were picked up
from school.

Following Busy Town, we received this

lovely note from Pennington Presbyterian
Nursery School: “It is a privilege to live in this
community where adults show children that
they are loved, valued and welcomed by the
. people around them.”

30 North Main Street, Pennington, NJ 08534

609-737-0404

A friendly note from a friendly neighbor:
“I love the library, and we both love living in
Pennington, being in walking distance to the
library. | especially appreciate the Too Busy
for Books book group, where we read novellas
which are little gems of great literature.”

You’ve Got E-Mail!l

When you get an email from Pennington Library you
can learn about an author lecture, a film screening
or new, recommended books. You can be the first to
sign up for programs that have limited attendance.
Please take time to fill out your email address on the
Business Reply Envelope (BRE) that is enclosed, so
we can keep you up-to-date.

Pennington Library thrives on communications.
Promotional materials are prepared by volunteers and
staff members. Fliers are displayed at the Welcome
Desk and in Borough Hall. Pennington residents
receive updates with the water and sewer bills.

Cover to Cover highlights our activities. Our webpage
allows you to become familiar with our extensive
offerings. And of course a visit to the Library is always
a great place to borrow from our collections and talk
(quietly!) with friends.

Pennington Library provides a quality of life that is
unmatched in many other communities. We are able
to consider your suggestions and respond to your
comments. We hope you will choose to join our list of
generous donors. We look forward to sharing the best
of our Library experience where we happily provide
excellent reading and learning opportunities.

Sincerely,
Debbie Gwazda and Ellie Driscoll
Co-presidents, Friends of Pennington Library

Try using our new QR
code for easy giving.

Welcome to the world of reading!

www.penningtonlibrary.org




SERVING OUR COMMUNITY WITH YOUR SUPPORT

Partners

Ralph DeCesare

The Gottlieb Family

Debbie & Ed Gwazda

Albert Hamm

Julia Heinrich & Edward O’Rourke
/In Memory of Shelley Pennington

Maria & Russ Lindenfeldar

Sharon & James Maida

Meredith Moore & Steve Rabbe

Carol & Dennis Olson

Avni Sahdev

Pam Switlik

Supporters

Julie Aberger
In Memory of Peter Aberger

The Bailey Family
Alfred Bendixen
Maryann & Joseph Bielamowicz, Jr.
Hilary Burke/Julian & Jordan Antebi
Diane & Tom Carrroll
Jeanne M. Donlon

In Memory of Thomas F. Donlon
Karen & John Ellis
Cathy Felgar & David Stevens
Karen Fullerton & Eric Amour
Margaret & Robert Goertz
Sarah & Richard Gregg
Edward Groth

Jeannine & Roger Haight
In Memory of Norah Ducharme

Lee Herman & Eric Holtermann
Suzanne & Tom Horsley
Carol & John Jackson
Anity Saynisch & Frank Jankoski
Anne & Doug Kabay
Karen Kanell

In Memory of Caroline Crispino
The Lakkaraju Family
Julia & Andrew Mather
Francie & Kevin McManimon
Nancy & Jim Merritt
Janice & Robert Mintz
Kathleen & George Nash

Allison & Mark Neary
In Memory of Bill Ducharme

Michelle & Scott Needham
Kathleen O’Brien
Linda Osborne

In Memory of Georgie
Claudia Pollet & Thomas Pritzel
Charles Sabino
Robin Schroeder
The So-Schoos Family
Amy Sullivan & James Meader
Holly & Bruce Weise
Rosalie S. Wolarsky
Kay Wood
Diane Zompa & David Knowlton
Jodi Zweifler

Sponsors
Lillian Bartlett
Mary & Jon Baum
Betty Ann & Jim Benton
Eileen Brennan-Randall
Gail & Dick Butterfoss
Patricia Carr
Esther da Costa Meyer & Christopher
Hailey
Sharon & Robert Di Falco
Cynthia Dixon & Stephen Highcock
Eleanor & Gary Driscoll
Arian Emami Riedmaier
Annie & Ryan Fraser
Amanda & William Gillum
Evann Gleeson
Meg & Tom Gorrie
Mary Anne Guerrero
Helen & Dan Haughton
Linda Heacock
Alan M. Hersey
Beth & Eric Kemp
Bonnie & Andrew Lieu
Nancy & David Mattek
Kate & Tom O’Neill

In Memory of Eileen Heinzel
Daniel Pace
Patricia & Steve Papenberg
Susan & Will Pfeiffenberger
Jane & Ralph Porpora
Jana & Chris Prendergast

NOVEMBER 2022 - NOVEMBER 2023

Debbie Prewitt

The Rokes Family
Susan Schmoyer
Nadine Stern

Janet Upperco

Julie & Craig Wallace
Kelly Wilson

Donors

Theresa Anderson

Marge Andrews & Patrick Lynch
Charlotte Enroth

Shelley Kravitz Gordon
In Memory of Rita Kravitz
Lindsay Hanson
Joann Held
Katrina Homel
Geralyn Koblis & Robert Hartman
Roberta Kyle
Peggy McDermott
Jay & Jack Neary
Carolyn Olsen
In Honor of Ella & Charlotte Carlton
Benji Orr
Kyra & Jerry Padulo
Nancy & Dan Rubenstein
Marge & Sal Sciarrotta
Anthea Spencer
Bev & Weed Tucker
Vernon E. Wiegand, Jr.

Corporate Donors

A& E Construction

Cambridge School

DiSimone Orthodontics

Jack Neary Electric Contractors
Pennington Quality Market
Karen Marino for Village Salon
Wilson-Apple Funeral Home

Matching Gift Contributors
Bristol Myers Squibb
Penguin Random House

Gifts in Kind
Creative MediaWorks

Donations are reported annually in Cover to Cover, the Newsletter of Friends of Pennington Library

Gifts in Honor or ==
Memorial Gifts

A special friendship remembered with a donation: “Georgie was
my beloved West Highland white terrier. She had diabetes for
her last few years and in January she died of a heart attack.

She went everywhere with me and loved visiting Kim and the
library and going into the office for a treat. And that is just a
little about Georgie.”

Donations to the Friends of
Pennington Library may be
designated in memory or honor
of friends or family. In the same
way a good book lingers in our
memory, so too do the important
people in our lives.

30 North Main Street, Pennington, NJ 08534 609-737-0404 www.penningtonlibrary.org
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Pennington Public Library
30 North Main Street
Pennington, New Jersey 08534
www.penningtonlibrary.org
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Library Staff

Kim T. Ha, Director

lan Highcock, Administrative
Assistant

Kristyn Friedlich, Youth
Services Specialist
Charlotte Kelly, Adult
Services Specialist

30 North Main Street, Pennington, NJ 08534

Welcome to Pennington!

The Friends deliver Welcome Bags to new residents
with information about our Library and other
community organizations. Would you like to be
included? This year’s friendly participants included:

Cambridge School, FoHVOS, Lawrence-Hopewell
Trail, HV Arts Council, HV Environmental Commission,
HV Historical Society, HV Parks and Recreation, HV
YMCA, Pennington Shade Tree Commission, Sourland
Mountain Preserve and The Watershed Institute.

{

. The holidays are coming! This sturdy bag
can be purchased at the Welcome Desk of
Pennington Library. The art work by former
Pennington resident William J. Hankinson,

. depicts local landmarks.

Friends of Pennington Library
Ellie Driscoll, Co-president

Debbie Gwazda, Co-president

Nell Haughton

KellyAnn O’Neill

Tim O’Neill

Debbie Prewitt

Kristin Rokes, Treasurer

Amy Sullivan, Trustee Representative
Julie Wallace

Holly Weise, Secretary

Library Hours

Library Board of Trustees

Hilary Burke, President

Julie Aberger, Vice President

Joe Bielamowicz, Treasurer

Carol Olson, Secretary and Mayoral
Representative

David Dewberry

Maureen Hassett

Meredith Moore

Amy Sullivan, Friends Liaison

Kati Angarone, Council Representative
Rosetta Treece, School Representative

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10:00 am - 8:00 pm

Friday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Saturday 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

609-737-0404

www.penningtonlibrary.org




